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4	 NEWS UPDATE

17	 NORTH-SOUTH COLLABORATION   
Councillors across Ireland gathered recently at an event to highlight the role 
of local government in prevention, awareness-raising and building safer 
communities. The event included the launch of a joint pledge on ‘Leadership 
in Local Government to End Violence Against Women and Girls’ between 
the Association of Irish Local Government and the Northern Ireland Local 
Government Association.

21	 FINGAL COUNTY COUNCIL   
Fionnuala May, Fingal’s County Architect, would like to see a designated 
architects’ department in every local authority. The new President of the Royal 
Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI) tells ‘Council Review’ she wants to 
promote the value that her profession can bring to local authorities during her 
two-year term as RIAI President. 

27	 WIND ENERGY IRELAND   
Ireland’s six-month Presidency of the Council of the European Union starting 
on 1 July, must be used to prioritise cleaner, secure and more affordable 
energy for this country and the rest of Europe, according to Wind Energy 
Ireland.

31	 CRIME PREVENTION PLANNING    
Integrating Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) formally 
into the planning process at an early stage will complement objectives around 
sustainability, accessibility, safety and wellbeing, claims Graham Kavanagh, a 
specialist CPTED practitioner with over 30 years’ policing experience.

37	 CODEMA ENERGY FUNDING  
Over €20m worth of contracts for energy upgrades across eight local authorities 
in the Dublin and Mid-East region has been provided by Dublin’s Energy 
Agency Codema under its DeliveREE project.

45	 WOMEN FOR ELECTION    
It is now time for candidate gender quotas at local elections, at the same 
level as the general elections, according to Brian Sheehan, CEO of Women 
for Election. He says that councils need to be more pro-active, focussed and 
strategic over the next three years in identifying, informing and supporting 
women to consider local government and elections.

51	 ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE    
The Electric Vehicle Charging Alliance of Ireland is calling on the Government 
to fast track planning and grid connections to support the rapid rollout of 
renewable-powered electric vehicle charging infrastructure across the country.

53	 DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL     
Dublin City Council has officially bought Camden Yard on Kevin Street, which 
is set to be its new head office, and will move from Wood Quay, with the Dublin 
8 site due to be redeveloped for more than 500 public homes.

57	 KERRY COUNTY COUNCIL    
Kerry County Council has been awarded €7m in Government and EU co-
funding for the sustainable regeneration of Ashe Memorial Hall in Tralee as it 
approaches its centenary year in 2028, through the Town Centre First Heritage 
Revival Scheme (THRIVE).

59	 CYBER SECURITY TRAINING  
Local authorities are boosting their cyber-security systems, following the 
launch of Ireland’s first tailored IT apprenticeship programme to equip council 
staff with the skills and expertise to protect local government networks and 
data from cyber-attacks.

63	 COUNCIL COMPLAINTS POLICY     
The new standardised complaints handling policy and procedure for local 
authorities, developed by the County and City Management Association, 
in collaboration with the Office of the Ombudsman, marks the first time a 
uniformed approach to complaints handling has been introduced across the 
local government sector.
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65	 CARLOW REGIONAL ENTERPRISE    
The first phase of the new €8m regional innovation and enterprise hub in Carlow 
will provide an comprehensive, integrated support environment for manufacturing, 
export-focused enterprises and technology-driven businesses in the south-east.

69	 COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY     
Ireland's first ‘Circular Cups for Community Events’ initiative by the Southern 
Region Waste Planning Office, in partnership with local authorities in the region, 
aims to mark a new era for local sustainability.

77	 PLANNING REFORMS     
The next phase of the Planning and Development Act 2024 has introduced major 
reforms to strengthen Ireland’s planning system to improve clarity, consistency and 
confidence, which will be implemented in stages due to the scale of the legislation.

85	 LAMA ALL-IRELAND AWARDS 2026     
This year the LAMA All-Ireland Community & Council Awards celebrated three 
significant milestones – the 20th anniversary of the awards programme, 40 years of 
the LAMA Executive, and a century of main sponsorship by IPB Insurance.

93	 EXCELLENCE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT     
Chambers Ireland ELG Awards 2025 saw 98 projects shortlisted across 16 
categories, which included ‘Celebrating Irish Language and Culture’ as a new 
category to reward initiatives that promote Ireland’s linguistic and cultural heritage.

121	 WATERFORD TOURISM NETWORK     
Over 100 tourism and hospitality businesses took part in the Waterford Rural 
Tourism Network Showcase, funded and supported by Waterford City and County 
Council and Fáilte Ireland, at the end of March.

123	 IRISH GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL      
A new certification scheme for small home builders, launched by the Irish Green 
Building Council to enable small to medium-sized developers to qualify for lower 
cost development finance, aims to accelerate the delivery of high quality and 
environmentally sustainable homes across the country. 

125	 ACTIVE TRAVEL INVESTMENT      
An investment of €360m for active travel and greenways nationwide will be 
dedicated to the development of walking and cycling projects that aim to offer safe, 
sustainable and healthy transport options to communities around the country.

131	 REGENERATION FUNDING 
The new Towns and Cities Regeneration Investment Fund has the potential to 
benefit every local authority across the country, to provide a greater focus on 
deprived areas and widen the scope of eligibility to include smaller towns.

137	 ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH     
Funding of €6.5m has been earmarked by the Environmental Protection Agency 
for 24 new research projects in areas such as Climate Change, the Natural 
Environment, the Green and Circular Economy, the Environment and Human Health.

139	 WORLD HERITAGE FUNDING    
An additional €350,000 in capital funding has been granted by the Government 
to safeguard Irish UNESCO World Heritage sites, and it now opens the door for 
communities to apply for funding through their relevant local authorities.

143	 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT    
Social Justice Ireland, who commissioned the Sustainable Progress Index, claims 
the country is underperforming in affordable energy, clean water, climate action, 
innovation and infrastructure.

147	 EUROPEAN FOCUS     
The search for the REGIOSTARS projects of 2026 is now open, providing an 
opportunity to showcase the best EU-funded projects making a real difference in 
your region, which may be replicated across Europe.
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