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€275.4 BILLION BONANZA 
INVESTMENT IN NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The Government’s National Development Plan has set out public capital investment of over €275 billion 
from 2026 to 2035, sectoral capital allocations of more than €102 billion from 2026 to 2030; with an 
additional €100 billion from 2030 to 2035, to unlock housing, upgrade water and energy infrastructure, 
deliver more roads, and provide better public transport. 

The National Development Plan (NDP) Review 2025 
encompasses total public investment of €275.4bn from 
Exchequer and non-Exchequer funding, and the release 
of once-off funds, including the ECJ Escrow Fund, 

proceeds from the sale of bank shares, and broader State funds 
such as the Infrastructure, Climate and the Nature Fund.

The review includes an additional €34bn, relative to the 
previous 2021-2030 NDP, including equity funding of €10bn 
to 2030 to fund large strategic projects in energy, water and 
transport.

This largest ever capital investment plan by the government 
in the history of the State aims to support the delivery of 
thousands of new homes, provide additional childcare and 
school places, invest in children’s disability services and ensure 
better healthcare for everyone.

The NDP outlines how the government will invest in the 

country's infrastructure and development. Against a changing 
and uncertain global economic backdrop, this plan outlines 
how to grow the Irish economy, protect jobs and enhance 
Ireland’s competitiveness to secure future prosperity.

The review sets out departmental capital ceilings to 2030 and 
overall expenditure ceilings to 2035 to provide the necessary 
investment to:

•	 Deliver transformative, critical and growth-enhancing 
infrastructure.

•	 Scale up and strengthen our water, energy and transport 
systems.

•	 Unlock housing supply.
•	 Improve the living standards of the people of Ireland; and
•	 Boost Ireland’s international competitiveness
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Key strategic project investment 
allocations include:

•	 A total of €3.5bn in equity earmarked 
for energy projects with ESB 
Networks and Eirgrid to meet the 
growth to deliver on the housing 
target of 300,000 new homes.

•	 €12.2bn for water sector for water 
and wastewater services.

•	 €24.3bn for transport sector including 
low carbon transport projects such as 
Metrolink.

SECTORAL INVESTMENT PLANS
Government departments will now 
progress development of sectoral 
investment plans that will provide specific 
details on the projects, to be delivered 
between 2026 and 2030. These plans are 
due to be published later this year.

Taoiseach Micheál Martin described 
the NDP Review as “a landmark 
moment” for Ireland’s future. “With 
a record €275.4 billion in public 
capital investment, we’ll deliver the 
infrastructure that will help us meet the 
economic and social needs of the Irish 
people for generations to come.

“This plan is about building homes, 
connecting communities, and creating 
opportunities. It reflects our ambition to 
support a growing population, meet our 
climate goals, and ensure that every part 
of Ireland can thrive. We are laying the 
foundations for a stronger, more resilient 
Ireland with strategic and focused 
investment.”

Tánaiste Simon Harris said that the 
review was “a critical step in delivering 
national priorities”, adding that “against 
the backdrop of global uncertainty, this 
plan presents a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to transform Ireland’s 
infrastructure and secure the country’s 
future”. 

The Tánaiste said that prioritising 
investment in water, energy, and 
transport lays the groundwork for 
300,000 new homes by 2030. “Quicker 
approval processes and less red tape 
will be critical to delivering a plan that 
will enable the delivery of not just new 
homes, but more schools and childcare 
places, and improved disability services 
and health outcomes.

“This is a whole-of-government effort 
to ensure that Ireland remains a great 

place to live, work, and raise a family. 
Our focus is on delivering for people 
living in Ireland, now and into the future.”

TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 
Minister of State at the Department 
of Transport Seán Canney described 
the review as a strategic response to 
current and future challenges, noting: 
“Investment in transport plays a vital role 
in enhancing economic performance 
and regional development. With 
significant investment in low-carbon 
transport solutions, we are not only 
improving mobility but also supporting 
our climate commitments.

“The NDP ensures that transport 
infrastructure keeps pace with housing 
and economic development, enabling 
people to live and work in well-
connected, sustainable communities 
across all areas of our country.”

Minister for Public Expenditure, 
Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and 
Digitalisation Jack Chambers said that 
the review has “considered some of the 
most important challenges facing Ireland: 
the need to provide for a growing 
and changing population, supporting 
Ireland’s competitiveness, ensuring 
balanced regional development and 
meeting our climate obligations”.

The NDP 2025 Review is available to download from www.gov.ie/2040 
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In early October An Coimisiún Pleanála granted permission for the construction of 
Metrolink – Dublin’s long-awaited rail link between the city centre and Swords as 
part of the €24.3bn transport investment under the NDP.

The Minister noted that the 
Government is prioritising and delivering 
investment in critical infrastructure 
across the country, focused on future 
development for the next decade and 
beyond.

“Our plan to invest in our capital 
infrastructure; addressing the deficit 
in infrastructure is the best way to 
safeguard our economy, drive growth, 
protect jobs, increase competitiveness 
and ensure prosperity for our people 
and communities at a time of growing 
international uncertainty,” Minister 
Chambers added.

Minister for Finance Paschal Donohoe 
emphasised the review's value to 
strengthen capital investment planning, 
stating: “The NDP review represents a 
fiscally responsible and forward-looking 
investment in Ireland’s future. 

“With €275.4bn in planned capital 
expenditure, this plan balances 
ambition with sustainability, ensuring 
that our infrastructure keeps pace with 
population growth, housing demand, and 
climate commitments.

“The use of non-Exchequer funding 
sources – such as proceeds from asset 
sales – demonstrates our commitment 
to prudent financial management while 
delivering transformative outcomes. This 
is a strategic investment in our economy, 
our communities, and our long-term 
prosperity.” 

KEY TRANSPORT PROGRAMMES
The allocation of €24.33 billion to the 
transport sector under the NDP Review 
2025 has been welcomed by Transport 
Minister Darragh O’Brien, Minister of 
State with responsibility for International 
and Road Transport, Logistics, Rail and 
Ports, Seán Canney, and Minister of State 
with responsibility for Rural Transport, 
Jerry Buttimer.

Transport infrastructure is a strategic 
enabler of economic growth, delivering 
broad benefits to communities and 
businesses. It underpins enhanced 
productivity, supports balanced regional 
development, and strengthens the overall 
competitiveness of the economy.

Investment funding provided under 
the National Development Plan to date 
has supported transport infrastructure 
improvements across the country, 
including BusConnects Dublin Network 

Redesign, Connecting Ireland, the 
purchase of a new DART fleet, and 
significant grant and infrastructural support 
for the move towards electric vehicles.

The revised NDP Transport investment 
levels will support further expansions of 
key transport programmes over the next 
five years, such as: 

•	 Public Transport, including the 
commencement of Metrolink 
construction.

•	 Road Networks and Road Safety, 
to protect and expand the road 
network. 

•	 Active Travel and Greenways, to 
support sustainable transport and 
climate goals; and

•	 Support the electrification of road 
transport to meet climate goals.

Minister O’Brien said that the allocation 
under the National Development Plan 
reflects the Government’s commitment to 
delivering a modern, safe, and sustainable 
transport network, as well as protecting and 
expanding the road network.

“This funding will enable us to progress 

transformative projects like MetroLink, 
DART+, and BusConnects, while also 
strengthening regional connectivity 
and supporting rural mobility through 
initiatives such as Connecting Ireland. 
These investments are not just about 
infrastructure – they are about supporting 
communities, reducing emissions, and 
building a transport system that serves 
every corner of our country.”

Minister Canney added that the 
€24.33bn investment is about building 
a transport system that serves the entire 
country. 

“Investment in roads, ports, and rail 
underpins economic resilience, regional 
opportunity, and climate action. The 
All-Island Strategic Rail Review has the 
potential to reshape connectivity across 
the island and provide our regions with 
the long-term transport links they need 
to thrive.”

Minister Buttimer said: “Investment 
in this key infrastructure makes daily 
life easier for everyone by boosting 
connectivity, making daily commutes 
or school and sports runs safer and 
easier and, of course, supporting small 
businesses.”


