European Focus

EU JUST TRANSITION
FUND' PROGRAMME

Midlands Region set to receive €18 million

Fifteen projects in the Midlands are due to
receive €18 million in grant aid from the ‘EU
Just Transition Fund’ (EU JTF) programme,
with all of the awarded projects to invest

in local communities to create employment
and to diversify the local economy of the
Midlands region.

he projects range from innovation and community
hubs to education and training programmes, and from
green energy projects to heritage initiatives. Thirteen
projects, led by or with strong involvement from
local authorities, have been awarded grant funding of between
€200,000 and €1 million to deliver actions in line with their
Local Economic and Community Plans in the Midlands.

Two further strategic flagship projects, supporting the
delivery of the Regional Enterprise Plans, have been approved
for funding of over €8 million. Firstly, Munster Technological
University (MTU) in partnership with Technological University
of the Shannon (TUS) and the University of Limerick (UL) will
deliver education and training opportunities for the economic
development and environmental sustainability of the region.

Secondly, the local authorities in Laois, Longford, Offaly and
Westmeath will allocate dedicated resources to realise sectoral
ambitions in line with the objectives for the Regional Enterprise
Plan, including the Midland pathway to transition to a net-zero
economy, Midlands Ireland Placemaking Programme and the
Midlands Ireland Regional Food and Drink Strategy.

Commenting on the projects approved for funding under
the scheme, Minister for the Environment, Climate and
Communications, Eamon Ryan TD, said that the changes to
be made must ensure that the needs of people and planet are
supported.

“This scheme will help communities across the Midlands to
maximise the opportunities and benefits of the green economy
by harnessing and supporting the implementation of bottom-up
local and regional strategies. This will help build new economic
strength and identity for the region while also supporting the
transition to a low-carbon economy,” the Minister noted.

Approved projects will deliver regional benefits, including:
+ Upskilling and training of communities in the territory to
participate in the low carbon economy.
* Preservation, repurposing and refurbishment of local
infrastructure and heritage assets for use as enterprise space.
+ Supporting green technologies, including renewable energy
and sustainable energy practices.
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Corlea Trackway, Longford: Longford is one of four local authorities
in the Midlands that will allocate dedicated resources in line with
the Regional Enterprise Plans.

The projects have been selected through a competitive
process under the EU JFT Local and Regional Economic
Strategies Support Scheme, administered by Pobal on behalf
of the Department.

Clare Bannon, Acting Director of the Eastern and Midland
Regional Assembly (EMRA), described it as “a significant
milestone” for the EU JTF Programme. “This scheme is the
first of its kind in Ireland in its approach to funding local
and regional economic strategies, designed to put local
authorities and communities at the centre of the delivery of the
programme in Ireland.”

ClIr Kate Feeney, Cathaoirleach of EMRA, remarked
that the selection of the projects under the scheme was a
transformative moment for the Midlands. “By bringing support
directly from the EU to the local level where it is needed the
most, the selected initiatives will foster growth and drives
sustainable development for the communities in the region for
years to come,” she added.

Meanwhile, Pobal’s CEO Anna Shakespeare pointed
out that the range of projects has demonstrated a tangible
investment in the development of local communities, building
skills, generating employment and supporting the economic
diversification of the midlands region as they transition to a
low carbon economy. “Pobal recognises the value of this fund
and are proud to support it, and we look forward to working
with all stakeholder organisations in the region to make this
scheme a success,” she noted.



