Climate Action Plans

LOCAL AUTHORITIES TAKE CLIMATE

ACTION PLANS ON BOARD

Climate action plans for Ireland’s 31 local authorities, which outline some 4,000 actions to be

completed over the next five years, were adopted at the official launch in April, organised by
the Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs) in Ennis, Co. Clare.

ver the past year Ireland’s local
authorities have been preparing
their local climate plans. It
represents a milestone for the
local government sector, which has been
working to meet the actions set out in
Ireland’s Climate Action and Low Carbon
Development (Amendment) Act 2021.

Collectively up to 4,000 actions have
been outlined across all the local plans,
listing practical climate measures to be
completed in each local authority area
over the next five years.

All'local authorities developed a Climate
Change Risk Assessment. which set out
the likely risks is terms of climate change,
such as increased rainfall or flooding. They
also did a Baseline Emissions Inventory
which calculates the emissions within the
local authority area and sets out emission
by sector such as transport, the built
environment and agriculture.

Each local authority selected a part of
their administrative area - a Decarbonising
Zone - where they will pilot and test new
actions and projects in collaboration with
key stakeholders to help move towards a
net zero carbon future.

Speaking at the launch of the plans
in Ennis, Co. Clare in April, Minister
for the Environment, Climate and
Communications, Eamon Ryan, said:
“Local authorities have a key role to
play in tackling climate change. They
work closely with communities on the
ground across a range of key areas,
from housing to transport. They use
their extensive knowledge of the natural
and built environments in their areas to
make a real difference.

“The new local authority climate action
plans will enhance local government’s
ability to act. For the first time, all climate
related actions are brought together into
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one document, serving as a focal point
and the manual for each local authority
and their climate journey.”

TAKING LEAD ON CLIMATE ACTION
John McLaughlin, Chair of the County
and City Management Association
(CCMA) Climate Action, Transport,
Circular Economy and Networks
Committee said that each local authority
climate action plan was developed to
respond to the unique challenges and
opportunities of its area.

“The plans are based on research,
consultation, and real understanding,
and that is why they will have a significant
impact in our cities and counties, and
collectively for Ireland. Local authorities
have taken a lead on climate action for
some time and now with 31 plans in
place, we can build on this in a strategic,
integrated and measurable way.”

Over the past two years each local
authority has received funding from
Government to assist them with
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developing their local plans, totalling
almost €8m, and this set to continue over
the coming years.

The climate action plans aim to help
local authorities to address, in an integrated
way, the mitigation of greenhouse gas
emissions and climate change adaptation
and strengthen the alignment between
national climate policy and the delivery of
effective local climate action.

The local climate plans will be closely
monitored by the local authorities to
ensure that their projects are on track and
will develop implementation plans with
more detail on delivery. They will report
to the local government sector and the
Department of the Environment, Climate
and Communications, on the key indicators.

The launch in Ennis served as a
networking event for the local authority
staff who had written the climate plans.
It gave the participants the opportunity
to meet colleagues across all local
authorities and to share their learning
and experiences.



